
Individuals who are Deaf -

Blind are valued members of 

Society and entitled to the 

same opportunities and 

choices as other members of 

the community



Advocate as if your life 

depends on it é

Because it does!

Justin Dart, Jr.



¾ Began with a small group

¾ Formalized in 1994

¾ Today the largest family advocacy  

group for deaf -blind.

¾ 2014 celebrating our 20 th Anniversary



NFADB exists to empower the 

voices of families of 

individuals who are deaf -blind 

and advocate for their unique 

needs.



We believe Individuals who are 

deaf-blind are valued members 

of their community and should 

have the same opportunities 

and choices as others in the 

community



¾Advocacy

¾ Training

¾ Promote partnerships

¾ Foster Parent-to-Parent

¾ Provide Resources



¾ Their voices are heard!

¾ They are not alone!

¾ Training opportunities

¾ Information & Resources

¾ Social media networking



¾ President

¾ Vice President

¾ Treasurer

¾ Secretary

¾ Affiliate Coordinator



¾ 5 Executive Members
¾ 6 Board Members
¾ 3 Special Advisors
¾ 1 Policy & Outreach Advisor
¾ 1 Adult Community Liaison

¾ Bi-Monthly Conference call 
¾ Annual face-to-face meeting
¾ Participate in a committee
¾ Being energetic & creative



¾ Pennsylvania

¾ Puerto Rico

¾ New York

¾ Texas



¾ Fundraising

¾ Grant writing

¾ Membership

¾ Organizational Promotion                
(Social Media, Website maintenance, E-news)

¾ State Affiliates

¾ Symposium 2016

¾ Webinars



Identify fundraising 

opportunities

¶ Discuss and identify potential fundraising activities:

o Continue conversations with professional fundraiser

o Member giving campaign

o Website postings

o FB Postings

o Foundations ¶ Reach out to other foundations

o Member giving campaign ¶ Board members to compromise to raise a minimum of $500 

yearly *

Partial list of ideas:

- Enrolling 5 families in a lifetime memberships / yearly

- Pizza party

- Garage sale // yard sale

- Walkathon / run

- Golf tournament

- Picnic

- Donation from a local friend

- Promoting the Donate button at the website

- Raffle



ADDITIONAL IDEAS:

Large grant x Symposium ¶ Study and write detailed proposal for a large activity including 

families/Family Specialists/  

o Preliminary work about location

o How many participants, 

o Topics, 

o Purpose, & 

o Outcomes 

o Suggested topic of interest:

òFamilies Advocating for Quality Life for Adults with DBó

Quarterly Advertisement 

Campaigns

¶ Campaign to advertise almanac special days as: Valentines, HK 

Anniversary, Thanksgiving, etc.  to inspire a òspirit of givingó

¶ Acknowledging donors w/emails and/or cards

Siblings campaign ¶ Initiate official campaign to reach out to older siblings

Scholarship Fund ¶ Create a Mary OõDonnell Scholarship Fund



Increase membership ¶ Special discount for Affiliate Statesõ families joining NFADB 

¶ State Deaf -Blind Projects 

¶ State Deaf-Blind Project Directors & Coordinators

¶ State Deaf -Blind Project Family Specialists

Maintenance ¶ Maintain accurate contact information

¶ Renewals

On going ¶ Continue advertising in website, FB, e -news, etc.



Board changes Update board and EC changes on the website

Increase donations Improve fundraising/donation section on website

Research different options 

Add donor page and donors on homepage (bottom right)

Ongoing maintenance Continue to add to website ðfamily stories, pictures, content, 

news

Recognition Wall of Gratitude or Fame 

Research examples and options

Family stories Reach out to membership and affiliates for family stories and post 

on website, Facebook and send out via listserv

Feedback/evaluation on 

Website

Request feedback from Family specialists and affiliates on content 

and organization of the website



Weekly postings ð3 posts per week

Remind board members of roles, see if anyone else wants to 

be an editor on FB page

Everyone checks in once a week

Fundraising posting on FB, as events are created by the 

fundraising committee

Membership Activity òDo you know your membership status?ó Who to contact, how to 

become a member, etc.

Symposium Promotion Symposium announcements (Save the Date, topics, speakers, etc )

Membership 

Communication

Develop and promote FB group for membership



E-News Develop topics for quarterly e-News

June 2015    Clara ðWhat's been happening, Recap of Board Meeting/ 

Symposium promo ðno dates, just announcement

August 2015    NFADB updates

September/October ðIndividualized supports document (Pearl)

Cogswell ðMacy Act (DB Coalition)

Request updates or topics from other work groups and Board 

members



Activity Actions

Affiliate Network Kick Start

Develop and disseminate document that outlines 

purpose of Affiliate Network, NFADB support and 

Affiliate contributions

Schedule first virtual meeting with Affiliate 

Liaisons

Develop Action Plans with each Affiliate that 

specifies activities, challenges, family leadership 

development, and support needs from NFADB

Affiliate Network Growth

Facilitate quarterly Adobe Connect Meetings. 

Schedule additional meetings at the request of 

the Affiliate Network Liaisons

Set up social media site for Affiliate Network

Set up board development training for Affiliate 

Network 

Offer incentives to increase Affiliate and NFADB 

Membership

¶ Membership discount for Affiliate members

¶ Membership Contest 



Symposium Representation

Affiliate Network Possible contributions:

¶ Planning Committee

¶ Host Friday Social 

¶ Affiliate Appreciation Lunch

¶ Affiliate Meeting

¶ Reduced Registration

¶ Symposium Mini Grant

Advocacy

Develop and implement advocacy network plan 

with Affiliate Network Liaisons, including 

sending action alerts and ensuring family voice 

Facilitate Advocacy Training for Affiliate 

Network members. 

¶ Ask AFB to provide online training

¶ Set date(s) with Network

Affiliate Documents

Share Affiliate Network Liaison Contacts

Coordinate the Affiliate Organizations sharing 

of membership materials, fundraising 

strategies, etc. 

Update Affiliate Network documents and post 

on shared site (perhaps NCDB or Facebook)



Affiliate Event Participation

Provide support for Affiliates to participate in each 

otherõs events

¶ Perhaps set up rotation schedule 

¶ Identify funding sources 

Affiliate Network Effectiveness

Assess effectiveness of Affiliate Network: 

¶ consider asking partners such as NCDB, HKNC to 

interview Affiliate Liaisons 

¶ Track Affiliate Network involvement in NCDB 

Family Engagement activities (e.g.; Building 

Family2Family Connections multi -state pilot)  



Theme

Location

Participants

Budget

Dates

Partners

Committees

Program > Agenda > Speakers > Lead

Content > Break out specific

Fundraising

Promotion > Registration

Food/Lodging/Transportation

Social and Hospitality

Materials

Volunteers

Symposium Coordinator



In partnership with NCDB:

¶ 3 Webinars in English

¶ 3 Webinars in Spanish





Helen Keller National Center

141 Middle Neck Road

Sands Point, NY 11050

1-800-255-0411 or

516-944-8900 ext 1 275

www.nfadb.org

Administrative Assistant:

Sue Ritchie


